‘ADULTERATIONS  OF  LIQUORS, 

BY  E.  C.  DELAVAN,  ESQ. 

OF  BAliLSTON  CENTRE,  X.  Y, 

Drarao  lhe.  many  years  my  attention  has  been  directed  to  the 
subject  of  Temperance,  a  great  variety  of  foots  have  come  to 
my  knowledge  from  authentic  sources,  in  relation  to  the  adulter, 
ations  of  strong  drink,  which  I  have  from  time  to  time  published 
and  scattered  broad-cast  throughout  the  country.  I  could  fill  a 
volume  with  these  facts,  and  yet  there  still  appears  to  be  great 
incredulity  on  the  subject.  6 

It  is  my  opinion  could  the  real  truth  be  known,  the  whole  com¬ 
munity,  with  the  exception  of  those  whose  appetite  has  already 
become  depraved  by  indulgence,  would  abandon  forever  the  use 
ot  intoxicating  drinks. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of  pure  unadul- 

*tbla!ru1"t0X'Cat'"g  T‘ne-  Some  g°od  men  have  contended  that 
e  Bible  sanctions  the  use  ot  such  wine  as  a  beverage,  others 

have  denied  that  it  does  so,  and  have  insisted  that  the  only  wine 
the  use  o  which  is  sanctioned  by  the  Bible  as  a  beverage,  is  the 
juice  of  the  grape  as  it  exists  in  the  cluster,  the  press,  and  the  vat, 
the  unintoxicating  wine  of  the  Bible. 

Not  now  to  review  this  dispute :  I  wish  to  call  the  public  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  consideration  of  one  great  truth  on  which  all  parties 
appear  to  have  been  entirely  agreed— to  wit:  That  the  Bible  does 
not  favor  the  use  of  wines  in  which  distilled  spirit  or  poisonous 
drugs  have  been  mixed,  against  “Those  adulterated  facti- 
tious  compounds  falselv  called  wines,"  even  the  advocates  of 
pure  iermented  intoxicating  wine  arrayed  themselves.  Here  there 
is  one  point  on  which  the  friends  and  opponents  of  total  absti- 

m,Tie  °fi"  Umte’  He,e  IS  common  ground,  and  my  object  ia 
making  this  communication  is  to  present  a  few,  and  only  a  few 

trnik  th  U'  ai.C'fS  1  have  ln,  my  Possession-  going  to  establish  the 
truth  that  in  this  country  there  is  little  or  none  of  the  wine  con- 

,fn-e  or  J-V  the  opposers  of  total  abstinence;  and  that  the 
.  i‘‘fsUon,  as  it  has  been  called,  was  hardly  worth  discus¬ 
sion  ill  this  country,  however  important  such  discussion  might  be 
in  wine-producing  countries. 

Most  if  not  all  of  the  facts  which  follow,  have  been  scattered 
*  From  the  ««  National  Temperance  Offering 
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through  the  publications  which  I  have  put  forth  during  the  las! 
twenty  years:  my  object  is  now  to  gather  from  these,  and  other 
publications,  such  as  appear  worthy  of  republication,  and  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  same  in  a  .condensed  form,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  tend 
to  arouse  attention,  and  induce  all  classes  to  abandon  a  beverage 
so  destructive  to  mind,  body,  and  estate. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  wine  and  spirit  adulterations  in 
1833.  An  acquaintance  of  my  own  who  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  spurious  wines,  and  who,  in  one  year  sold  thirty 
thousand  casks,  stated  to  me,  in  substance : — That  few  persons 
who  drink  wine  have  any  conception  what  they  drink.  For  every 
gallon  of  wine  imported  from  abroad,  ten  o;-  more  are  manufactur¬ 
ed  at  home.  Frauds  committed  in  the  adulteration  of  wine  and 
spirit  in  the  City  of  New  York  alone,  amount,  it  is  supposed,  to  at 
least  three  millions  of  dollars  annually.  A  cargo  of  wine  arrives 
in  New  York,  is  at  once  purchased  up,  and  even  if  factitious,  in 
twenty-four  hours  its  whole  character  is  changed.  To  effect  this 
it  is  emptied  into  large  vats,  and  then  mixed  with  whiskey,  cider, 
sour  beer,  and  drugs.  Let  the  country  merchant  require  ever  so 
great  a  variety  of  wines,  they  can  all  be  supplied  from  the  same 
source,  and  though  the  real  cost  is  only  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
cents  per  gallon,  fhe  same  is  sold  from  fifty  cents  to  five  dollars. 
The  greater  part  of  the  wines  sold  in  this  country,  cost  the  manu¬ 
facturer  only  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cents  per  gallon. 

Prof.  C.  A.  Lee,  of  New  York,  in  1836,  made  the  following 
statement : — 

“  A  cheap  Maderia  is  made  here  by  extracting  the  oils  from 
common  whiskey,  and  by  passing  it  through  carbon.  There  are 
immense  establishments  in  this  city  where  the  whiskey  is  thus 
turned  into  wine ;  in  some  of  those  devoted  to  this  branch  of 
business,  the  whiskey  is  rolled  in  in  the  evening,  but  the  wine 
goes  out  in  the  broad  day  light  ready  to  defy  the  closest  inspec¬ 
tion. 

A  grocer,  after  he  had  abandoned  the  nefarious  traffic  in  adulte¬ 
rations,  asptjred  rr)e  that  he  had  often  purchased  whiskey  one  day 
of  a  country  merchant,  and  before  he  left  town,  sold  the  same 
whiskey  back  to  him,  turned  into  wine,  at  a  profit  of  from  4  to  500 
per  cent. 

Prof.  Lee  further  states,  that  “  The  trade  in  empty  wine  casks 
in  this  city,  with  the  custom  house  mark  and  certificate,  is  im¬ 
mense  ;  the  same  casks  being  replenished  again  and  again,  and 
always  accompanied  by  that  infallible  test  of  genuineness,  the 
custom  house  certificate.  I  have  heard  of  a  pipe  being  sold  for 
twelve  dollars.  There  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York  ap 
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extensive  manufactory  of  wine  casks,  which  are  made  so  closely 
to  imitate  the  foreign  as  to  deceive  experienced  dealers — the  cus¬ 
tom  house  marks  are  easily  counterfeited,  and  certificates  are 
never  wanting.” 

“  I  ^ave  heard,”  said  Dr.  Lee,  “  dealers  relate  instances  in  which 
extensive  stores  have  been  filled  with  these  artificial  wines-— and 
when  merchants  from  the  country  have  asked  for  genuine  wines 
these  have  been  sold  them  as  such,  assuring  them  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  their  purity.” 

M.  P.  Orfilla  on  Poisons,  page  198,  says,  “  Wines  are  adulter¬ 
ated  by  various  substances,  the  object  is  to  mask  defects,  to  give 
color  or  strength.”  Page  199,  “  Wines  adulterated  by  lead,  sugar 
of  lead,  and  still  more  frequently  litharge,  are  mixed  with  acid°or 
sharp  tasted  wines,  and  in  order  to  render  them  less  so,  and  these 
substances  do  in  fact  give  them  a  sweet  taste.  Of  all  the  frauds 
this  is  the  most  dangerous  ”  The  effect  of  sugar  of  lead  is  de¬ 
scribed  page  74  and  75. 

.  Accum  on  Culinary  Poisons— Phil.,  page  74,  says,  “it  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  evident  that  few  of  the  commodities  which  are  the  object 
of  commerce  are  adulterated  to  a  greater  extent  than  wine.  A 
mixture  of  spoiled  foreign  and  home-made  wines  are  converted  into 
the  wretched  compound  frequently  sold  under  the  name  of  genuine 
Old  Port.” 

Extract  from  the  Domestic  Chemist — London,  1831,  page  14, 

“  Many  kinds  of  liquors  are  frequently  adulterated  by  the  addition 
of  sugar  oj  lead.” 

At  one  time  it  was  a  common  practice  to  adulterate  wine  with 
lead,  in  Paris. 

Dr.  Warren  Medical  Trans.,  vol.  ii.  p.  80,  states  an  instance 
ol  twenty  persons  having  become  severely  ill  in  Paris  after  drink¬ 
ing  white  wine  that  had  been  adulterated  with  lead.  One  of  them 
died  and  one  became  paralytic. 

It  is  now  a  well  ascertained  fact  that  no  wine  can  cross  the 
Atlantic  without  spoiling,  in  its  natural  state,  it  must  be  enforced 
by  drugs  or  ardent  spirit. 

A  friend  of  mine  ordered  some  wine  from  Madeira  with  the 
positive  injunction  that  no  ardent  spirit  should  be  put  in  the  wine, 
lhe  "  ine  came  but  as  strong  as  ever — the  question  was  asked  of 
the  shipper — did  you  comply  with  my  order  ?  The  answer  came 
— ■“  "  e  complied  with  the  letter  but  not  with  the  spirit  of  vour 
order :  we  put  no  ardent  spirit  in  the  wine,  but  we  put  the  wine 
into  the  ardent  spirit,  had  we  not  made  the  addition  the  wine  would 
have  spoiled  before  reaching  vou.” 

A  friend  purchased,  in  New  York,  a  bottle  of  what  was  called 
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genuine  Champaigne  of  the  importers,  and  found  it  to  contain  one 
quarter  of  an  ounce  of  sugar  of  lead. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Baird  informed  me  that  he  had  been  assured 
while  visiting  and  residing  with  the  proprietors  of  Vineyards,  in 
France,  that  little  or  no  wine  was  drank  in  that  country  or  ship- 
ped  from  it  in  a  pure  state.  The  dealers  purchased  it  in  a  pure 
state  at  the  Vineyards,  but  in  their  hands  its  character  was  en¬ 
tirely  changed,  either  by  being  enforced  by  distilled  spirits  or 
drugged. 

Horatio  Greenough,  our  distinguished  countiyman  and  eminent 
Sculptor,  wrote  me  from  Florence,  Italy, — “Though  the  pure  juice 
of  the  grape  can  be  furnished  for  one  cent  a  bottle,  you  who  have 
studied  the  matter  know  very  well  that  the  retailers  choose  to  gain 
a  fraction  of  profit  by  the  admission  of  water  or  drugs.”  And  he 
remarks, — “  How  far  the  destructive  influence  of  wine  as  here 
used  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  grape,  and  how  far  it  is  augmented 
and  aggravated  by  poisonous  adulterations  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say.” 


In  the  year  1812,  Dr.  Henderson  shows  from  the  Custom  House 
Books  of  Oporto,  (whence  the  term  Port)  that  while  2512  pipes 
and  162  hogsheads  of  Port  Wine  were  received  in  London  from 
the  Island  Guernsey,  only  135  pipes  and  20  hogsheads  were  ship¬ 
ped  from  Oporto  to  that  Island.  Again,  during  the  years  1826, 
’27  and  ’28,  210  pipes  were  exported  to  the  Channel  Islands; 
during  the  same  period  467  pipes  were  exported  from  these  Islands 
to  London  as  Port  Wine.  In  the  five  following  years,  from  1829 
to  1833,  not  one  pipe  was  exported  to  the  Channel  Islands  from 
Oporto,  yet  some  ingenious  merchants  managed  notwithstanding 
to  export  to  London,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifteen  pipes  of  Port 
Wine  ! 

But  how  could  this  be  accomplished?  “  The  Wine  Guide,” 
published  for  the  convenience  of  wine  brewers  and  wine  doctors 
tell  us. 

“  Recipe  for  making  Port  Wine.  Take  of  good  cider  4  gills ; 
of  red  beets  2  quarts ;  brandy  2  quarts  ;  logwood  4  ounces  ;  rhat- 
any  root  bruised,  half  a  pound.  First  infuse  the  logwood  and 
rhatany  root  in  brandy  and  a  gallon  of  cider  for  one  week,  then 
strain  off*  the  liquor  and  mix  the  other  ingredients,  keep  it  in  a  cask 
for  a  month,  when  it  will  be  fit  to  bottle. 

An  important  instance  of  Port  Wine  making  was  brought  to 
light  in  Birmingham,  England,  on  the  24th  August,  1842,  where 
one  Adolphus  Blumenthall,  wine  and  spirit  merchant,  was  sum¬ 
moned  before  the  Magistrate  for  pretending  to  sell  to  W.  H.  Bond 
a  Pipe  of  Port  Wine,  and  obtained  from  the  same  W.  H.  Bond 
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£57  sterling,  (about  $250,)  when  in  truth  and  in  fact  he  did  not 
seil  to  W.  H.  B.  any  Port  Wine  at  all,  but  a  certain  deleterious 
mixture  ol  cider  and  other  ingredients,  not  consisting  of  Port 
Wine,  with  intent  to  cheat  and  defraud  the  said  W.  H.  B.  of  his 
money.  In  the  invoice  sent  with  the  wine  it  was  stated  “  A  pipe 
of  fine  Port  I  Vine”  And  in  a  note  accompanying  it,  that  it  was 
of  “  good  quality,  and  I  hope  will  insure  your  further  orders. 

I  he  said  Adolphus  Blumenthall  was  convicted  of  this  case,  and 
numerous  other  instances  of  the  like  fraud. 

A  friend  calling  one  day  upon  an  innkeeper,  in  Croydon,  Eng¬ 
land,  was  received  by  the  host  with  his  sleeves  tucked  up,  and 
both  his  arms  ol  sanguineous  hue.  Upon  inquiring  the  cause 
ol  such  appearance,  he  answered  privately,  that  there  was  to  be 
a  great  dinner  of  all  the  volunteer  corps  of  the  neighborhood 
the  following  day,  and  that  he  was  then  brewing  the  Port 
Wine. 

1  here  is  no  kind  of  wine  but  what  can.  be  imitated  by  the  wine 
brewer. 

George  IV.  had  a  wine  he  greatly  prized,  and  so  did  his  ser¬ 
vants,  and  tney  drank  it  lreely.  On  a  particular  occasion  he 
ordered  this  wine  to  be  supplied  to  his  guests,  but  there  was  but 
one  bottle  left,  one  ol  his  household  understood  the  practices  of 
the  wine  fabricators,  the  remaining  bottle  was  sent  to  the  wine 
brewer,  and  he  the  next  day  furnished  his  Majesty’s  table  with  a 
lull  stock  ol  the  same,  as  to  flavor,  &c.,  &c.  The  deception  was 
not  discovered  by  his  Majesty. 

The  laws  ol  the  State  are  severe  on  frauds  committed  by  adul¬ 
terating  strong  drink,*  every  dealer  should  refer  to  them. 

*  Art.  11,  Title  2,  Chap.  AVII.  Part  I.  Revised  Statutes  of  New 

York. 

Sec.  193.  Every  person  who  shall  adulterate  any  distilled  spirits  or  spirits 
In  a  state  of  distillation,  with  any  poisonous  or  unhealthy  sub¬ 
stances,  and  every  person  who  shall  sell  such  spirits,  knowing 
them  to  be  so  adulterated,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  punish¬ 
able  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Court  by  which  he  shall  be  tried;  the  fine  in  no  case  to  exceed 
one  thousand  dollars,  nor  the  imprisonment  the  term  of  four  years. 
Sec.  194.  Every  person  who  shall  fraudulently  put  any  thing  whatever 
into  any  cask  of  distilled  spirits  branded  by  an  Inspector,  for  the 
purpose  of  attesting  the  real  or  apparent  proof,  or  the  bead  or 
nature  of  the  spirits  contained  therein ;  and  every  person  who, 
without  first  obliterating  the  marks  of  the  Inspector,  shall  put  in 
any  such  cask,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  emptied,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  the  spirits  contained  therein  when  inspected,  any 
other  spirits  or  spirituous  liquors  whatever ;  and  every  person 
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To  show  the  great  strength  of  liquors  sold  as  wine  in  this 
country,  over  liquors  sold  as  such  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in 
a  letter  on  the  subject,  J.  Fennimore  Cooper  remarks,  “  Five  and 
twenty  years  since  when  I  first  visited  Europe,  I  was  astonished 
to  see  wine  drank  in  tumblers.  I  did  not  at  first  understand  that 
the  half  of  what  I  had  been  drinking  was  brandy  under  the  name 
of  wine.” 

A  Chemist  of  known  character  in  New  York,  obtained  four 
samples  of  wine  advertised  by  the  importer,  as  pure  unadulterated 
wine;  a  kind  of  wine  which  could  not  have  contained  over  15  to 
20  per  cent,  of  the  strength  of  spirit  if  free  from  foreign  ingredients. 
It  was  found  to  be  over  37  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  Of  course  its 
strength  was  increased  over  100  per  cent,  by  the  introduction  of 
the  offspring  of  the  distillery. 

Dr.  Lewis  Beck  devoted  much  time  to  the  examination  of  my 
stock  of  wine,  about  the  time  I  abandoned  its  use. 

My  Port  which  was  as  imported  was  found  to  contain  42  per 
cent,  of  the  strength  of  brandy,  and  my  Madeira  48  per  cent. 

The  above  tests  were  only  to  ascertain  the  proportion  of  spirit, 
not  to  detect  drugs.  The  two  samples  examined  by  Dr.  Beck 
were  imported  wine,  or  said  to  be.  The  Port  cost  $4  the  gallon, 
the  Madeira  about  the  same. 

When  Dr.  Hewitt  visited  France,  he  was  surprised  to  see  so 
much  drunkenness  on  what  he  supposed  the  pure  fruit  of  the  vine. 
Perhaps  he  was  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  adulterations  in  wine 
countries — and  the  adding  of  poisons  even  more  destructive  to 
health  and  life  than  Alcohol. 

“The  common  people,”  he  remarks,  “in  France  are  burnt  up 
with  wine,  and  look  exactly  like  the  cider  and  brandy  drinkers  of 
Connecticut.” 

Louis  Phillipe  assured  me  “That  the  drunkenness  of  Franc©  was 
on  wine.” 

His  son,  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  stated  to  me  that  it  would 
be  a  great  benefit  to  France,  could  the  grape  be  used  only  as 
food,  for  in  the  wine  districts  were  to  be  found  the  greatest  amount 
of  destitution  and  insubordination. 

Lord  x\ction,  Supreme  Judge  of  Rome,  (now  Cardinal  Action) 
assured  me  that  nearly  all  the  crime  of  the  city  could  be  traceu  to 
the  excessive  use  of  wine. 

I  once  urged  a  respectable  grocer  to  give  up  the  spirit  part  of 

who  shall  sell,  or  in  any  manner  dispose  of  any  such  cask,  when 
emptied,  without  effacing  the  marks  of  the  Inspector,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  or  impri¬ 
sonment. 
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his  business,  he  replied,  “Let  me  sell  a  bill  of  $1000  to  a  country 
merchant,  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  &c.,  &c,.  to  the  amount  of  $800,  and 
strong  drink  to  the  amount  of  $209;  on  the  $809  I  should  not 
make  enough  to  pay  for  the  salt  in  my_porridge,  while  on  the  $200 
I  would  make  enough  to  render  the  whole  sale  of  $1000  an  excel¬ 
lent  one. 

This  fact  clearly  indicates  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  grocers,  not 
selling  strong  drinks,  to  compete  with  those  that  do,  also  the  enor¬ 
mous  profits  made  on  factitious  liquors. 

I  knew  a  large  dealer  who  having  obtained  the  recipes  for 
making  all  kinds  of  fraudulent  liquors,  brandy,  gin,  rum  and  win'', 
went  to  work  on  a  large  scale  and  was  making  a  fortune  rapidly. 
He  was  so  elated  at  his  success  that  he  mentioned  it  to  his  family 
Physician  and  showed  him  his  various  recipes.  The  Physician, 
after  examining  them,  informed  him  that  some  of  the  ingredients 
were  deadly  poisons,  and  to  sell  such  mixtures  to  the  public  was 
as  bad  as  murder.  The  dealer  was  alarmed,  for  he  had  accumu¬ 
lated  a  large  stock;  he  came  to  the  conclusion  he  would  give  a 
notorious  drunkard  of  the  place  a  gallon  or  two  of  it,  and  if  it  did 
not  kill  him  he  would  continue  to  sell !  The  poor  drundard  had 
the  precious  present,  he  drank  it,  it  was  not  a  swift  poison,  he  did 
not  die  immediately,  the  dealer  continued  his  wicked  traffic,  died 
rich  and  has  gone  to  his  account. 

While  travelling  in  a  public  conveyance  with  a  gentleman  whose 
aid  I  was  anxious  to  secure  for  the  Temperance  cause,  the  adul¬ 
teration  of  liquors  was  discussed.  I  stated  to  him  that  in  order  to 
be  sure  he  was  drinking  pure  liquor  and  not  a  mixture  of  poisons, 
he  would  require  a  Chemist  with  his  laboratory  constantly  in  at¬ 
tendance.  After  giving  him  a  great  variety  of  facts  on  the  subject, 
he  replied,  “  /  cannot  credit  what  you  say ;  you  have  been  deceived; 
such  things  could  not  exist  without  exposure  so  long :  if  true  or  even 
half  true  those  liquor  forgers  deserve  the  State  Prison  ten  times 
more  than  he  who  writes  another  man’s  name,  without  his  know¬ 
ledge,  on  the  back  of  a  note,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  there¬ 
on.”  Here  is  Mr. - ,  sitting  beside  us,  he  is  an  extensive  importer 

of  wine,  let  us  appeal  to  him.  Is  what  Mr.  Delavan  relates  true '{ 
“Yes,”  replied  our  fellow  passenger,  “all  that  he  says  is  true.” 

And  here  let  me  remark  that  while  the  Temperance  press,  as 
well  as  the  religious  and  political,  have  teemed  with  these  charges 
against  the  liquor  trade,  to  my  knowledge  there  has  not  yet  ap¬ 
peared  the  first  denial. 

Some  years  since  a  great  mass  of  testimony  was  brought  before 
the  British  Parliament,  to  show  the  practices  of  the  spirit  dealer* 
m  drugging  wine,  beer,  and  spirits  of  all  kinds. 


8 


ADULTERATIONS  OF  LIQUORS. 


Oil  the  premises  of  one  dealer  over  2000  pounds  of  drugs  were 
found,  to  be  used  in  making  wine.  This  man  was  convicted  of 
the  practice  and  severely  punished. 

Says  President  Nott,  in  his  admirable  lectures,  “I  had  a  friend 
who  had  been  himself  a  wine  dealer,  and  having  read  the  startling 
statements,  some  time  since  made  public,  in  relation  to  the  brew¬ 
ing  of  wines  and  the  adulterations  of  other  liquors  generally,  I  in¬ 
quired  of  that  friend  as  to  the  verity  of  these  statements.  His 
reply  was — 

‘  God  forgive  what  has  passed  in  my  own  cellar,  but  the 

STATEMENTS  MADE  ARE  TRUE,  ALL  TRUE  I  ASSURE  YOU.’” - Dag# 

174,  bound  vol. 

“  That  friend,”  says  Doctor  Nott,  “has  since  gone  to  his  last 
account,  as  have  doubtless  many  of  those  whose  days  on  earth 
were  shortened  by  poisons  he  dispensed.  But  I  still  remember 
and  shall  long  remember  both  the  terms  and  the  tone  of  that 
laconic  answer,  “  the  statements  made  are  true,  all  true,  I 

ASSURE  YOU.” 

“But  not  on  the  evidence  of  that  friend  does  the  evidence  of 
these  frauds  depend.  Another  friend  informed  me,  that  the  executor 
of  a  wine  dealer  in  a  city  which  he  named,  assured  him,  that  in 
the  inventory  of  articles  for  the  manufacture  of  wine,  found  in  the 
cellar  of  that  dealer,  and  which  amounted  to  many  thousands  of 
dollars,  there  was  not  one  dollar  for  the  juice  of  the  grape.” 

“And  still  another  friend  informed  me,  that  in  examining  as  an 
assignee,  the  papers  of  a  house  in  that  city  which  had  dealt  in 
wine,  and  which  had  stopped  payment,  he  found  evidence  of  the 
purchase  during  the  preceding  year,  of  hundreds  of  casks  of  cider, 
but  none  of  wine;  and  yet  it  was  not  cider  but  wine,  which  had 
been  supposed  to  have  been  dealt  out  by  that  house  to  its  confiding 
customers.” — Dr.  Nott,  pp.  174—175,  bound  vol. 

A  letter  from  Madeira  from  an  officer  in  the  army  states,  that 
“  but  30,000  barrels  of  wine  was  produced  in  the  island,  and 
50,000  claimed  to  be  from  thence,  drank  in  America  alone.” — 
Ibid. 

“  In  confirmation  of  this  statement,  a  friend  of  mine,.  James  C, 
Duane,  Esq.,  (of  Schenectady,)  informed  me  that  having  been  in¬ 
duced  to  purchase  a  cask  of  Port  Wine,  by  the  fact  that  it  had  just 
been  received  direct  from  Oporto  by  a  house  in  New  York;  in  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  which  entire  confidence  could  be  placed,  he 
drew  off,  and  bottled,  and  secured  the  precious  contents,  to  be  re¬ 
served  for  the  especial  use  of  friends ;  and  that  having  done  so,  and 
having  thereafter  occasion  to  cause  the  cask  to  be  sawed  in  two, 
he  found  to  his  astonishment,  that  its  lees  consisted  of  a  large 
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quantity  of  the  shavings  of  logwood,  a  residuum  of  alum,  and  other 
ingredients,  the  name  and  nature  of  which  were  to  him  unknown.” 
— Dr.  Noll’s  lectures,  page  1 78. 

The  last  cask  of  wine  I  purchased,  and  which  was  tested  by 
some  of  the  best  judges  in  the  country  and  pronounced  to  be  good 
wine,  I  afterwards  discovered  to  have  been  made  in  the  loft  of  the 
wine  dealer,  and  did  not  contain  a  drop  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine, 
but  doctored  w  hiskey. 

Within  the  past  year  an  individual  assured  me,  that  while  ac£ 
ing  as  assistant  to  a  wane-brewing  establishment,  he  had  frequently 
seen  $100,  made  on  a  single  cask  of  liquor  sold  as  wine,  which 
did  not  contain  a  drop  of  the  juice  of  the  grape,  but  was  made 
from  whiskey  and  drugs. 

A  dealer  in  strong  drink  once  residing  in  Albany,  assured  me, 
that  when  he  purchased  imported  liquors  in  New  York,  on  ship¬ 
board,  he  felt  no  security  in  receiving  the  imported  article  unless 
he  watched  it  from  the  ship  to  the  Albany  vessel  himself.  A  large 
number  of  pipes  of  imported  brandy  were  purchased  of  the  impor¬ 
ter  while  on  the  dock,  removed  the  following  night,  the  casks 
emptied,  and  factitious  brandy  substituted,  the  casks  replaced  in 
their  old  position  before  morning,  and  the  whole  sold  at  auction 
the  next  day  as  pure  imported  brandy. 

A  dealer  once  said  to  me,  if  you  will  purchase  my  stock  of  wine 
at  cost,  (which  he  valued  at  $5000,)  I  w'ill  give  up  the  trade ;  I 
replied,  1  will  purchase  every  gallon  you  will  warrant  pure.  After 
some  hesitation  he  answered,  “  I  have  not  one,  it  is  all  enforced, 
else  it  w  ould  not  keep.” 

Medical  men  advanced  in  life  have  assured  me,  that  the  effect 
of  using  intoxicating  liquors  now,  is  much  more  fatal  to  health  and 
liie  than  thirty  years  since,  then  liquors  were  comparatively  pure, 
the  alcohol  in  them  was  usually  the  only  ingredient  that  the  con¬ 
stitution  had  to  contend  w'ith,  and  then  a  habitual  drunkard,  if  he 
lived  so  long,  frequently  did  not  become  a  known  drunkard  under 
twenty  years,  but  now'  it  frequently  occurred  that  the  same  amount 
of  habitual  drinking  produced  disease  and  intemperance  in  three 
years;  this  change,  these  medical  gentlemen  attribute  to  the  pres¬ 
ence  ot  other  poisons  than  the  poison  of  alcohol  in  the  intoxicating 
liquors  used  by  the  people  in  such  quantities. 

I  could  fill  a  volume  with  facts  going  to  show7  that  as  to  wane,  it 
is  next  to  impossible  to  find  any  in  this  country  pure,  I  mean  pure 
fermented  unenforced  wine,  and  I  believe  the  same  in  regard  to 
distilled  spirits.  Drugs  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  most,  if 
not  all  kinds,  for  the  reason  that  with  drugs  the  commonest  whis¬ 
key  ean  be  turned  into  rum,  brandy  or  gin.  I  have  been  assured, 
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that  arsenic  is  used  in  whiskey  to  restore  the  bead,  after  having 
been  diluted  with  water.  So  with  beer,  when  poisonous  drugs  are 
cheaper  than  malt,  to  increase  the  intoxicating  power,  and  money 
is  to  be  made  by  it.  This  is  often  done,  of  which  I  have  proof  as 
'positive  as  that  the  most  filthy  water  has  been,  and  still  is  used  in 
malting  and  brewing. 

A  large  druggist  in  New  York  made  no  secret  of  the  fact,  that 
he  sold  tons  of  poisonous  drugs  to  brewers,  and  opened  his  ledger 
to  a  friend  of  mine,  and  gave  him  the  brewers  names  who  pur¬ 
chased  them  in  large  Quantities. 

COCKROACHES. 

The  Rev.  T.  P.  Hunt,  of  Wyoming,  Penn.,  writes  me  : — 

“  While  I  lectured  in  Philadelphia,  1  became  acquainted  with  a 
man  who  was  extensively  engaged  in  making  wines,  brandy,  4z;e. 
Through  my  influence  he  abandoned  the  horrid  traffic  ;  he  inform¬ 
ed  me,  that  in  order  to  produce  the  “  nutty  flavor”  for  which  Ma¬ 
deira  Maas  so  much  admired,  he  put  a  bag  of  Cockroaches  into 
the  liquor  and  let  it  remain  there  until  the  Cockroaches  were  dis¬ 
solved.  I  have  been  informed  by  several  that  this  is  no  uncommon 
practice.  If  an}7  wine  drinker  doubts  it  he  can  soon  settle  the 
question  by  an  experiment.  Cockroaches  are  plenty,  and  many 
much  more  nauseous  and  poisonous  substances  are  known  to  be 
employed  by  the  makers  and  venders  of  intoxicating  drinks.  I 
would  give  you  the  name  of  the  person  who  gave  the  receipt  for 
using  Cockroaches,  but  he  gave  it  in  confidence,  and  is  now  occu¬ 
pying  a  much  more  moral  and  useful  station  than  that  of  poisoning 
his  customers.” 

But  I  forbear,  if  a  single  fellow  mortal,  now  on  the  highway  to 
ruin  through  the  use  of  the  vile  compounds  above  described,  can 
be  induced  to  abandon  them,  and  place  himself  out  of  the  reach 
of  danger,  I  shall  be  richly  compensated  for  sending  you  this 
article  ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that  this  will  be  the  case  with  many ; 
now  that  it  is  known  that  these  liquors  contain  an  element  of  death* 
now  that  statistics  have  shown  that  their  use  shorten  human  life  on 
an  average  eleven  years!  now  that  it  is  proved  that  the  nflne  in  use 
here  is  not  the  pure  wine  approved  by  the  bible,  but  the  mixed  wine 
the  bible  condemns ;  now  that  these  things  are  known,  is  it  to  be 
believed,  that  M7ise  and  good  men  will  continue  to  sustain  by  their 
influence,  and  countenance  by  their  example  drinking  usages,  which 
tend  to  destroy  the  dearest  interests  of  man  in  this  world,  and  his 
eternal  interest  in  the  next  ? 

This  surely  ought  not  to  be — God  grant  that  it  may  not  be. 
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REFLECTIONS 

ON  THE  FOREGOING  STATEMENTS, 

BY  THE  PUBLISHERS. 


The  facts  set  forth  by  Mr.  Delavan  in  the  foregoing  able  and 
conclusive  essay,  and  the  strong  and  unimpeachable  testimony  by 
which  his  statements  are  supported,  leave  nothing  to  be  said  ex¬ 
cept  two  or  three  reflections  on  the  effects  of  these  adulterations 
on  those  who  make  tactitious  liquors,  and  those  who  use  them. 

And  first,  as  to  those  engaged  in  the  adulterating  processes  de¬ 
scribed,  it  is  evident  that  such  a  business  involves  an  immense 
’wear  and  tear  of  conscience,  and  must,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
fearfully  deteriorate  the  moral  character  and  sensibilities.  It  is 
not  merely  a  systematic  and  stupendous  fraud  which  is  thus  prac¬ 
tised  upon  the  public.  That  were  enough  to  deaden  the  hearts  of 
those  engaged  in  the  business,  and  wear  away  all  that  is  honor¬ 
able  and  upright  in  their  character.  But  this  business  is  something 
far  worse  than  fraudulent;  it  is  murderous.  The  ingredients  used 
ai  e  in  many  cases,  deadly  poisons  and  act  upon  the  human  system 
with  unerring  effect.  The  man  who  concocts  and  sells  these  abo¬ 
minable  mixtures  knows  full  well  not  only  that  he  is  counterfeiting, 
but  that  he  is  poisoning  his  fellow-men  ;  that  he  is  making  and 
vending  an  article  which  when  taken  into  the  human  stomach, 
will  as  certainly  tend  to  the  premature  and  violent  death  of  his  cus¬ 
tomers,  as  would  arsenic  or  prussic  acid.  What  a  moral  wreck 
must  that  man  s  character  present,  who  can  bring  himself  thus  to 
derive  his  living  and  his  fortune  from  such  a  business.  What  re¬ 
mains  of  honor,  honesty,  or  humanity  can  we  expect  to  find  in 
those  who  are  engaged  in  such  a  work? 

II.  I  he  other  reflections  suggested  by  the  revelations  of  Mr. 
Dela\  an  s  tract  is,  the  greatly  increased  danger  of  those  who  ha¬ 
bitually  drink  the  poisoned  liquors  of  the  modern  manufacturer. 


Habitual  drinking,  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  was  a  very  different 
thing  from  the  same  practice  now.  Never  were  filthy  and  poison¬ 
ous  adulterations  carried  to  such  an  extent  as  now.  The  fact  is 
mentioned  by  a  chief  of  police,  that  formerly  persons  taken  up 
drunk  in  the  streets  and  kept  at  the  station  house  to  recover,  would 
usually  become  sober  in  three  or  four  hours,  but  now  they  rarely 
come  to  their  senses  under  seven  or  eight  hours.  This  is  but  one  of 
the  indications  of  that  aggravated  poisoning  material  introduced 
into  modern  liquors.  The  wonder  is  that  those  who  get  drunk  an 
such  stuff  ever  get  over  it.  But  it  is  evident  that  the  human  sys¬ 
tem  cannot  long  endure  it.  It  must  break  down  in  a  comparatively 
short  space  of  time.  Formerly  habitual  drinkers  might  hope  to 
live  to  old  age,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  now.  The  average  length 
of  drinking  men’s  lives  must  be  greatly  shortened  ;  diseases  mul¬ 
tiplied  and  aggravated,  are  thick-strown  all  along  his  short  and 
miserable  career,  and  his  life  is  no  longer  worthy  of  the  name  5  it 
is  nothing  but  a  living  death. 

In.  view  then,  of  the  truths  herein  stated,  we  earnestly  appeal  to 
all  who  have  been  accustomed  to  indulge,  however  moderately,  in 
this  drinking  habit,  to  come  to  a  pause  and  weigh  the  facts  we  have 
now  laid  before  them.  We  appeal  to  the  reason  of  men,  to  the 
common  sense  of  our  readers,  and  to  that  instinct  of  selBpreser- 
vation  which  the  Deity  has  implanted  in  every  bosom.  Why  should 
‘t  be  necessary  to  plead  with  men  to  save  their  own  lives  ?  What 
more  than  the  facts  spread  out  on  these  pages  should  be  required 
to  induce  the  whole  community,  the  whole  nation,  to  rise  as  one 
man  against  the  enormous  iniquities  of  the  liquor  business,  and 
its  use  and  sale  ? 
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